The second volume, containing only the illustrations and legends, is a thing of beauty, because of the superb histologic techniques developed in Klatskin's laboratory and the splendid color reproductions by the publishers.
The work was worth waiting for. It will not go out of date. Hepatic histopathology as revealed by the light microscope will not change. Of course new concepts, new techniques, even new diseases, (for example Conn's added chapters on liver transplant and AIDS) will come, and some revisions will be called for. But This would be an outstanding group of scientists and teachers to grace any academic medical center, and reading these brief biographies whets the appetite for more. The great interest of Medical Lives and Scientific Medicine, however, lies in its bringing to life the early years and the "Golden Age" of American scientific medicine. Publicaltions, 1993, 480 pp., $73.50 This textbook is divided into nineteen chapters, written in text form and filled with numerous color and black-and-white figures of good quality. It begins with a chapter introducing infectious disease including routes and mechanisms. The next several chapters cover infections of specific organ systems including respiratory, skin and soft tissue, gastrointestinal, abdominal organs, and central nervous system, with a later chapter involving the genital tract. These are followed by chapters which discuss particular disease manifestations (rash, shock), particular diseases (tuberculosis, brucellosis, Q fever), and particular hosts (pregnant women, neonates, immunocompromised) as well as specific syndromes (rheumatic fever, erythema nodosum, Reye's syndrome). The last several chapters discuss imported and tropical infections, prevention, epidemiology, treatment, and the microbiology laboratory. The chapters, where appropriate, are usually divided into subtopics which are easily distinguished by clinical manifestation (e.g., sinonasal vs. pharyngeal vs. laryngotracheal vs. lower respiratory). However, for chapters where this was deemed too difficult (e.g., gastrointestinal, where many of the processes present as diarrhea), the chapter was separated by type of organism (bacterial vs. protozoal vs. viral). Within each subtopic, the specific causal organisms were discussed along with clinical presentation, investigation (diagnosis), management, prognosis, and prevention.
In their original preface, the authors claim that the book is "intended primarily for medical students throughout the world." This new edition claims improvements and rearrangements to make it more convenient and useful. The book is written in a format that is most conducive to reading from beginning to end to acquire a general understanding of
